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The Arkansas Autism Partnership (AAP) is a Medicaid Waiver Program that provides up to three years of intensive, evidence-based in-home therapies for toddlers
and preschoolers with autism. Each child receives extensive evaluation, ongoing
assessment and 20-30 hours of individualized, one-on-one therapy from a team
consisting of a consultant (speech therapist), lead therapist (certified teacher) and
line therapist (trained paraprofessional). Parents committing to the autism waiver
must be present during all therapy and are expected to document 14 hours of parent-child interactions using autism therapy techniques. But perhaps the biggest
commitment for parents is that of welcoming LEDC staff members into their homes
for 20-30 hours each week.
Lonoke Exceptional Development Center provided autism waiver services for four
children since the AAP began in October 2012. One of these children is three-year-old Mary Allen,
whose mother Anne recently provided her perspectives on her
family’s participation in the Arkansas Autism Partnership with
the LEDC autism waiver team.
How did you hear about the autism waiver?
“I received a flyer at work, and a teacher at the LEDC Preschool
also gave me a flyer.”
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What were your initial expectations of the autism waiver?
“I had no idea what to expect. It said 30 hours of in-home
therapy.”
What changes have you seen in your child?
“Her receptive language skills are much better. She is more verbal. She actually plays with her toys, now.”
How has the waiver program benefitted your family?
“Mary Allen is interacting more with extended family, not just
Mommy and Daddy.”
What are your hopes for the next two years of Mary Allen’s
autism waiver services?
“I hope that Mary Allen starts kindergarten in the regular classroom.”
What do you want other families to know about the autism waiver?
It is awesome! It is a big commitment, so be prepared. Be ready to welcome a new ‘family member’!”

DON’T KNOW WHAT TO GET THAT PERSON THAT HAS EVERYTHING ..
How about something that will last more than a lifetime as well benefits a great
program. A lasting memorial to a family member, loved one, business, church or
civic group. It’s a permanent advertisement for your business and a lasting reminder of your support of LEDC when you place your name on a brick paver.
These bricks will be permanently displayed at our Cabot Preschool.
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The STAR program stands for “Strategies for
Teaching based upon Autism Research”. Our
center adopted this curriculum-based program
three years ago and has found it not only instrumental in teaching children with autism
but with other learning
disabilities. Bishop is
J
our STAR Highlight Student of the Month. Bishop is a three year old who has been diagnosed
with TSPAN 7, a chromosomal disorder that
affects language and other social aspects of his
daily life. Since starting the program, Bishop
has increased his expressive and receptive abilities. He is now able to request using single to
two word phrases, follow simple directions,
identify body parts, and play functionally with
toys. He is more social in the classroom and
enjoys singing in circle time. As his language
and social abilities have increased, he has
made several friends in his classroom and looks
forward to his day at LEDC in Cabot.

Thank you !
We would like to say a huge thank you to everyone that attended, donated, sponsored and
volunteered at “Fine Arts for Exceptional Hearts” We truly appreciate your continued
support of our centers.

LEDC is
guided by
compassion,
patience,
integrity and
respect….
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Smokey the Bear came to
Lonoke Pre-school to tell us all
about fire safety. The kids
loved getting a chance to see
Smokey as well as give him lots of
Bear hugs!

“THE Growing Tree Project” is a fundraiser in which you can purchase leaves,
acorns and stones inscribed with in in honor of, memory of , name or business
name. This beautiful tree is displayed proudly in our Lonoke center lobby. If you
would like more information contact us at 501-628-5580.

We knew
our
teachers
where
super
hero's!

Look at my
muscles!

Fall fun and Spirit Week at LEDC !
MEOW!

Thank you for your support
Lone Oak Cafe
Billie Ruth Pinkstaff
Pinnacle Structures
Century League of Lonoke
Jr. Auxiliary of Cabot
Lonoke Chamber of Commerce

David ‘Bubba’ Roessler

I CAN Dance - Julie Mayberry

Salon EC - EC Haynes

Regions

Simon Garcia Naomis Tattoo

The Pray Law Firm

Merle Norman - Camille
Stout

Pools Fisheries

Painting with a Twist

Bank of Ozarks

Party City - Ted Mitchell

Arvest
Civitan

Dr. Livingood

Priscilla's School of Dance

Nina Butler

Fired UP

Regions - Lendi Wells

Ken Orlicek Farms Inc.

Glaze Diamonds and Denim

Rep. Walls McCrary

Civitan of Cabot
Rep Walls McCrary
Jerry Kelly Law Firm

Studio One Eleven - Mindy Fowler
Tasty Freeze

Bryan Evans

Pastor Russell Stewart Bryant Neck and Back Center- Thatchurch.com
Tina McGregor
Patti Weathers
Camping World
Petals and Plants
Dave's Automotive Express
Pools Fisheries
Debi Lawthorp

Kiwanis of Cabot

Stubby Stumbaugh

Robbie McDonald—AR National Greystone Golf CourseGuard
Johnny White
Concord UMV

Hair by Pam

David Hodges Law Firm

Regency Cleaners

Rhyno Car Wash
Salon 2000

Terry Cody
The Furniture Store
Total E Clips Salon & Tanning
Tropical Smoothie
Ultra Tan
Amanda Johnson
Chanlar Farms
Mary Rebidue Origami Owll
Cory Jennings-Glazers Distributing

Walton Foundation

For more information about our services
please call 628-0063(Cabot-Adult/Waiver) 628-5580(Cabot-Preschool) 676-2786(Lonoke-Adult/Preschool
Or visit us at www.lonokeexceptional.com or you may email me directly at gquattlebaum@lonokexs.com

